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Fair Housing of the  
Dakotas (FHD) is a non-
profit organization serving 

North and South Dakota with a 
mission to work to eliminate 
housing discrimination and to 

ensure equal housing 
opportunities for all.  The FHD 

provides assistance to 
individuals pursuing legal rights 

and remedies related to fair 
housing, offers housing 

assistance and counseling, 
provides community education, 

promotes community 
involvement and performs 

research in the area of housing. 

 

CONTACT INFO 

Phone: 701-221-2530 

Toll Free: 1-888-265-0907 

FAX: 701-221-9597 

E-Mail: info@fhdakotas.org 

Web:  www.fhdakotas.org 

North Dakota TDD:   

1-800-927-9275   

South Dakota TDD:   

1-866-273-3323 

North Dakota Relay:   

1-800-366-6889 (Voice)   

South Dakota Relay:   

605-367-5760 or  

1-800-877-1113 (Voice)   
 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION WRAP UP 

 Both North and South Dakota Legisla-
tive Sessions were active in 2009.  Be-
low is a brief summary of some of the 
legislation introduced regarding rental 
housing, real estate, fair housing and/or 
discrimination.  For more detailed infor-
mation on a particular bill, please go to 
the state web site and review the bill 
specific information. 

North Dakota Legislation 

HB 1106:  Bill which would have re-
stricted damage awards and court costs 
in cases filed by the North Dakota De-
partment of Labor’s Human Rights Divi-
sion.  FAILED. 

HB 1263:  Bill which modified and added 
language regarding the duties, educa-
tional requirements, tenancy require-
ments, and staff employment require-
ments of assistive living facilities.  The 
bill also includes a study of the regula-
tion of basic care and assistive living 
facilities in North Dakota.  PASSED. 

HB 1296:  Increases the amount that 
can be claimed by plaintiff or through 
counterclaim by defendant in the Small 
Claims Court process from $5,000 to 
$10,000.  PASSED. 

HB 1387:  Bill which would have allowed 
monetary damages for the installation 
of an antenna, satellite dish or receiver 
without the written consent of a land-
lord or owner and any reimbursement of 
damage done by such installation.  
FAILED. 

HB 1393:  Bill which would have estab-
lished Class B misdemeanor for a ten-

ant’s guest causing more than $1,000 in 
damage to rental property.  FAILED. 

HB 1404:  Bill which would have allowed 
an appeal process of a Small Claims 
Court decision to district court.  
FAILED. 

SB 2171:  Allows for termination of a 
rental lease in cases of domestic vio-
lence under certain circumstances and 
with notice.  Also includes requirements 
relating to confidentiality and retalia-
tion.  PASSED. 

SB 2176:  Allows for lease termination 
by an estate or surviving lessee in cases 
of death by a tenant.  PASSED. 

SB 2211:  Changes penalties for harm-
ing, taunting, or injuring a service animal 
used by a person with a disability or an 
animal being trained as a service animal 
for a person with a disability.  Also in-
cludes definition changes, changes to 
access to public places and identifica-
tion requirements.  PASSED. 

SB 2278:  Bill which would have pro-
vided protection from discrimination 
due to sexual orientation in housing, em-
ployment and public accommodations.  
FAILED. 

South Dakota Legislation 

HB 1094:  Requires applicants for licen-
sure as real estate brokers, broker as-
sociates, salespersons, property manag-
ers, residential rental agents, auction-
eers, home inspectors, and timeshare 
agents and such licensees who are the 
subject of a disciplinary investigation to 
submit to a state and federal criminal 
background check.  PASSED. 
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HB 1095:  Adds language restrict-
ing a real estate licensee to improp-
erly influence the results of a real 
estate appraisal.  PASSED.  See 
also HB 1124 which was also 
PASSED and has language changes 
to this section. 

HB 1225:  Bill which would have al-
lowed monetary damages for the 
installation of an antenna, satellite 
dish or receiver without the writ-
ten consent of a landlord or owner 
and any reimbursement of damage 
done by such installation.  FAILED. 

SB 154:  Adoption of 2006 Interna-
tional Building Code for new con-
struction commenced after July 1, 
2009.  Some exemptions noted.  
Local enforcement may be adopted.  
PASSED. 

 This is only some of the bills in-
troduced this session in North & 
South Dakota that we were track-
ing.  For a more complete list, 
please go the FHD web site and 
choose the “Legislation” link.  You 
may then view FHD tracking grids 
by state on a variety of subject 
areas as well as links to state legis-
lative web sites where you can 
gather more information on specific 
legislation.   
 

RECENTLY FILED COMPLAINTS  
IN NORTH & SOUTH DAKOTA 

 The Fair Housing of the Dakotas 
(FHD) has assisted a number of 
North and South Dakotans recently 
in filing fair housing complaints.  A 
brief description of the most re-
cent cases of interest follows: 

 In February, the FHD filed a 
complaint alleging discrimination in 
rental against families with chil-
dren.  The FHD investigation found 
that a Sioux Falls, SD property was 

advertising “45 years of age or 
above” which is not a qualified ex-
emption for housing for older per-
sons.  Pending.  (HUD Case No. 08-
09-0097-8) 

 In March, the FHD filed a com-
plaint alleging discrimination in 
rental against families with chil-
dren.  The FHD investigation found 
that a Bismarck, ND property was 
advertising “no pets or children”.  
The FHD investigation also found 
that recipients of public assistance 
were also being denied housing.  
Conciliation reached for Respon-
dent to attend fair housing train-
ing, correct future advertisements 
to meet Fair Housing Laws, reim-
burse a portion of the FHD investi-
gative costs and rent to qualified 
families with children and/or those 
receiving public assistance.  
(NDDOL Case No. ND09-09-489) 

 In March, the FHD filed a com-
plaint alleging discrimination in 
rental against families with chil-
dren.  The FHD investigation found 
that a Mandan, ND property was 
advertising “great for senior cou-
ple”.  Conciliation reached for Re-
spondent to reimburse a portion of 
the FHD investigative costs and 
follow Fair Housing Laws in future 
advertisements.  (NDDOL Case No. 
ND09-09-490) 

 In March, the FHD filed a com-
plaint alleging discrimination in 
rental against families with chil-
dren.  The FHD investigation found 
that a Pierre, SD property was ad-
vertising “Ideal for Seniors” when 
it did not appear to meet the ex-
emptions for housing for older per-
sons.  Pending.  (HUD Case No. 08-
09-0113-8) 

 In March, the FHD filed a com-

plaint alleging discrimination in 
rental against families with chil-
dren.  The FHD investigation found 
that a Gregory, SD property was 
advertising “Maximum # Occu-
pants:  1” which is more restrictive 
than HUD’s recommended two per-
son per bedroom occupancy policy.  
Pending.  (HUD Case No. 08-09-
0116-8) 

 In April, the FHD assisted a Bis-
marck, ND family in filing a com-
plaint alleging discrimination due to 
disability and the denial of reason-
able accommodations for physical 
disabilities.  Pending.  (NDDOL Case 
No. ND09-10-498) 
 

UPDATE ON PREVIOUSLY  
FILED CASES 

 In March, 2009, the North Da-
kota Department of Labor’s Human 
Rights Division notified the Fair 
Housing of the Dakotas (FHD) that 
it had issued two charges of dis-
crimination on complaints filed by 
the FHD in January, 2009 involving 
two West Fargo, ND properties.  
The FHD had also assisted a West 
Fargo resident in filing a complaint 
in November, 2008 against one of 
the properties and was notified 
that a charge of discrimination was 
also issued in that case.  The 
charges noted that there was prob-
able cause that discrimination had 
occurred through the denial of rea-
sonable accommodations for people 
with disabilities who require ser-
vice animals.  The parties have 
elected for district court.  Pending.  
(NDDOL Case No. ND08-05-460, 
ND09-07-473 & ND09-07-475) 

 In March, 2009, the US Depart-
ment of Housing & Urban Develop-
ment notified the Fair Housing of 
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the Dakotas (FHD) that it 
had issued charges of dis-
crimination against a Sioux 
Falls, SD housing provider 
for failing to design and 
construct three multi-
family rental properties to 
be accessible to people with 
disabilities.  The complaints 
had originally been filed in 
July, 2004.  The parties 
have elected for district 
court.  Pending.  (HUD Case 
No. 08-04-0201-8, 08-04-
0202-8, 08-04-0203-8, 08-
04-0204-8 & 08-04-0206-
8) 

 For more information on 
any of these cases, please 
visit www.fhdakotas.org and 
go to the Case & Press Page 
or contact the FHD. 
 

NEWS FROM HUD 

 Below is information re-
ceived from HUD on recent 
charges of housing discrimi-
nation: 

HUD v. Christopher S. 
Hebert and Indigo Invest-
ments, LLC d/b/a Home-
stead Mobile Home Village, 
Edward L. Hamilton and 
Barbara A. Hamilton:  
HUD has charged the owner 
and property managers of 
the Homestead Mobile 
Home Village, located in 
Gulfport, MS, with violation 
of the Fair Housing Act 
based on race/color. 

HUD v. Robert W. Hill, 
Roger Thuot and the 
Fitchburg Housing Author-
ity:  HUD has charged 
Robert W. Hill, Roger Thuot 

and the Fitchburg Housing 
Authority, Massachusetts, 
with violation of the Fair 
Housing Act.  The Complain-
ant is a person with disabil-
ity who has multiple sclero-
sis and a depression/anxiety 
disorder.  After numerous 
complaints to the Fitchburg 
Housing Authority regarding 
the excessive noise from 
and the hostile behavior of 
her neighbor, the Complain-
ant requested a transfer to 
another apartment.  The 
transfer request was de-
nied. 

HUD v. Pearl Beck and 
Gregory Beck:  HUD has 
charged Pearl and Gregory 
Beck, two landlords in De-
troit Lakes, MN with viola-
tion of the Fair Housing Act 
on the basis of race.  The 
Becks refused to rent a sin-
gle-family rental house to 
the complainant who is 
black. 

HUD v. Warren Proper-
ties, Inc., Laurie Weaver 
and Evelyn Graves:  HUD 
has charged Warren Proper-
ties, Inc., Laurie Weaver 
and Evelyn Graves, Mobile, 
Alabama, with refusing to 
grant a reasonable accom-
modation to a person with 
disability.  Complainant re-
quested a transfer from a 
second floor unit to a first 
floor unit due to her mobil-
ity impairment. 

HUD Charges Puerto Rico 
Apartment Complex for 
Denying Disability Accom-
modation: HUD has charged 

the owners of a Puerto Rico 
housing complex with violat-
ing the Fair Housing Act in 
refusing to make trash-
disposal arrangements for a 
resident with a physical dis-
ability.  After shutting down 
the trash rooms on each 
floor of the apartment 
buildings, the owners of the 
complex refused to exempt 
the resident from the re-
quirement that residents 
personally dispose of trash 
in outside dumpsters.  The 
complex had originally prom-
ised the resident that main-
tenance staff would collect 
her trash as a reasonable 
accommodation for her dis-
ability.  

 More information on these 
cases and others can be ob-
tained by going to HUD’s 
web site at:  www.hud.gov/
offices/fheo/ 
 

FAIR HOUSING    
WORKSHOPS 

 We have announced addi-
tional dates and locations 
for the Fair Housing of the 
Dakotas “Fundamentals of 
Fair Housing” workshops.  
See the enclosed flyer for 
information on the work-
shops remaining in North 
and South Dakota for 2009.   
 You can also always visit 
the Events page at the FHD 
web site for the most up to 
date information on the 
workshops, locations, regis-
tration information and con-
tinuing education credits at 
www.fhdakotas.org 

 

FHD BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 
President:  Ryan 

Green, Sioux Falls, 
SD (‘09) 

 

Vice President:  
Susan Shirek,  

Grand Forks, ND 
(‘09) 

 

Secretary/Treasurer:  
Carol Reed, 

Bismarck, ND (‘10)  
 

Cheryl Bergian,  

Fargo, ND (‘10) 
 

Mark Bourdon, 
Fargo, ND (‘10) 

 

Gordon Jones, 

Flandreau, SD (‘10) 
 

Teresa Larsen 

Bismarck, ND (‘10) 
 

Brad Peterson, Bis-
marck, ND (‘09) 

 

Gregory Ian Runge, 
Bismarck, ND (‘09) 

 

 

STAFF 

Amy S. Nelson, 

Executive Director 
 

Tracie L. Shaw,   
Office Manager 

 

Stacy M. Gieser, 

Housing 

Coordinator 



909 Basin Avenue, Suite 2 

Bismarck, ND 58504 

FAIR HOUSING 

 The Federal Fair Housing Act 
makes it illegal to discriminate in 
the rental, sale or financing of 
housing due to a person's race, 
color, religion, national origin, gen-
der, familial status and disability.  
North Dakota state law also pro-
tects age (40 and over) and status 
with respect to marriage and public 
assistance.  South Dakota state law 
protects most of the federal pro-
tections and also protects due to 
creed and ancestry.   
 For information on filing a hous-
ing discrimination complaint, con-
tact the Fair Housing of the Dako-
tas (1-888-265-0907), the ND 
Dept. of Labor (1-800-582-8032) 
or HUD (1-800-877-7353). 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 The FHD is seeking volunteers to 
assist in gathering information 

on alleged discriminatory housing 
practices.  Volunteers are paid a 
stipend for their time and services 
and receive training.  Please con-
tact Stacy at 1-888-265-0907 or 
701-221-2530 if you are interested 
or want more information.   

 

WEB SITE & PUBLICATIONS 

 The FHD web site located at 
www.fhdakotas.org has several pub-
lications online regarding fair hous-
ing.  Choose our “What is Fair 
Housing” link to view the list of 
publications online.  Publications are 
also available through postal mail by 
completing our Publications Form 
available online or by contacting the 
FHD.   

 The web site also includes up-
dates on upcoming events or train-
ings, state legislation of interest, 
past newsletters, press releases, 
and numerous web links to other 

organizations. 

 

DISCLOSURES 

 Newsletter Published Quarterly. 
Alternate formats will be available 
when requested.  The information 
in this publication is not itself legal 
advice; for legal advice about a 
particular situation, contact an 
attorney. 

 NOTICE:  The work that pro-
vided the basis for this publication 
was supported by funding under a 
grant with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  
The substance and findings of the 
work are dedicated to the public. 
The author and publisher are solely 
responsible for the accuracy of the 
statements and interpretations 
contained in this publication.  Such 
interpretation does not necessarily 
reflect the views of the govern-
ment. 

Fair Housing of the Dakotas 

This Newsletter is also available 
at www.fhdakotas.org in pdf 

format 


	May, 2009

	Volume 15, Issue 2

	Fair Housing of the Dakotas

	Fair Housing Update

	Page #

	Fair Housing Update

	Page #

	Volume 15, Issue 2



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



